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TOWN OF WENHAM 

Open Space & Recreation Committee 
Meeting of December 17, 2018 

Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a public forum meeting with Open Space & Recreation Committee (OSRC) was held on Monday 
December 17, 2018 in the Selectmen Meeting Room 
 
The OSRC was formed in September 2016 and given the following charge: 
 Work to deliver a comprehensive update to the Town’s Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP). Once completed and approved, establish 
a process of ongoing review and updating of the OSRP as appropriate.  
•  Based on the findings of the OSRP, work with the Board of Selectmen and other relevant Town boards, commissions, and committees to 
maintain a list of target properties considered desirable for protection for various municipal uses.  
•  Work with private property owners and non-profit agencies to identify opportunities to preserve open space and funding sources to 
support these preservation efforts.  
•  Work with the Board of Selectmen to identify properties that are better suited for development than preservation and support the creation 
of a strategic plan to address these opportunities.  
•  Work to support adoption of planning, zoning, and assessment practices and policies that reinforce the objective of preserving and 
acquiring open space in the Town of Wenham.  
•  Provide progress reports to the Board of Selectmen as appropriate or as requested and make recommendations to the Board of Selectmen 
and to Town Meeting regarding the acquisition of open space for municipal purposes.  
Committee members: Ernest Ashley (2019); Tom Starr (2019); Asma Syed (2019); Ann Weeks (2019)  
 
Call the Meeting to Order 
Mr. Ashley called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
Committee present: Ernest Ashley, Chair; Tom Starr (arrived 7:17 pm); Asma Syed; Ann Weeks 
Not present:  There are 3 open seats on the OSRC.  
Also Present:  Missy Berry, Conservation Coordinator / OSRC Support; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 Hear from Ipswich Open Space Committee about funding mechanisms  
Guests from Ipswich: Carolyn Britt, Open Space Committee and Hannah Wilbur, Open Space Manager 
Ms. Britt and Ms. Wilbur were invited to attend the OSRC meeting to speak to the successful acquisition of open space in 
Ipswich. 
Ms. Britt stated that the Town formed an Open Space Committee to pursue town goals through the acquisition of conservation 
restrictions, development rights, or outright ownership of parcels related to the conservation and protection of open space 
properties throughout town deemed to be significant for open space, water supply protection, recreation and other limited 
municipal purposes. 
Many years ago, the Town authorized a $10,000,000 bond for the purchase of open space and a few years later, an additional 
$5,000,000 added to that bond. 
The Open Space Committee oversees the town's Open Space Bond land acquisition program funded by the revenue of a variety 
of sources: 

o Room Occupancy Excise Tax  
o Withdrawal penalty taxes paid under the provisions of Chapter 61 
o Revenues derived from the lease or leases of town- owned property to telecommunication companies  
o Any funds generated from the sale of any portion of parcels acquired under the Authorization  
o Annual contribution in the amount of $30,000 from Biolabs a company based in Ipswich 

 
Also paid from this fund are pre-acquisition costs for parcels, administrative costs, staff, attorney fees, appraisals, etc.  
The Board of Selectmen, with the advice of the OSC, controls the use of the funds.   
The Open Space Committee makes recommendations to Town Meeting of the acquisition of specific parcels. The Committee 
makes recommendations to the Board of Selectmen for conservation restrictions or easements.   
 
The Town issued a letter to owners of large parcels indicating that the Open Space Committee would be contacting them about 
their parcel and potential open space conservation options.  
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The Town of Ipswich also purchases properties with other conservation groups.  The Town recently subdivided a large parcel 
with open space and subdivided a few buildings lots to be sold to offset the cost of the property. 
 
 Vote to designate new Chair 
Ms. Berry asked for nominations for the Chair of the OSRC. 
Ms. Syed nominated Ernest Ashley as Chair.  There were no other nominations.  Mr. Ashley accepted the nomination as chair. 
Mr. Ashley asked for nominations for Vice Chair.  Mr. Starr nominated Asma Syed as Vice Chair.  There were no other nominations.  Ms. Syed 
accepted the nomination as Vice Chair.  
 
 Review Draft Chapter 61 Policy 
The Commission reviewed the policy as written and the recommended amendments.  
Ms. Berry will incorporate and provide updated draft at the next meeting. 
 
 Discuss MassTrails Grant Application – Application Deadline is February 1, 2018 at 3 pm 
At the November meeting, the Committee initiated discussions to submit a grant application to MassTrails and focused on the 
Iron Rail property as a potential parcel that would best serve the public with trail improvements.    
Ms. Berry reported on her site visit and confirmed this was a water challenged project that would require about 400 feet of 
boardwalk to traverse very wet marsh to access a small system of connecting trails.  The project would require Conservation 
Commission’s approval. 
A rough estimate of $200 per foot of board walk was used to calculate the project funding of $80,000.  The boardwalk would be 
ADA and equine compatible. 
Ms. Berry noted that Community Preservation Funds could be sought for the matching 20% grant funds and any volunteer 
hours are also credited towards the match. The CPA grant deadline is January 7, 2019 at 4 pm. 
 
Ms. Berry also noted that the MassTrails grant is an annual grant and the project could be done in phases. 
 
 Discuss Community Preservation Act Application 
The Committee discussed submitting an application for Community Preservation funds to purchase a bench for Cedar Street 
overlooking Wenham Lake. Because this is Salem Beverly Water Board (SBWB) property, permission for a bench in this 
location was sought and granted.  The SBWB requested to approve the style of the bench and assist in the placement.   
 
 Review Bench Design and memorial bench policies 
The Committee reviewed photos of possible bench designs with a preference for the low-profile stone, granite bench. 
The Committee was interested in a policy for placing benches on town owned land and that this process be concise and uniform 
and reviewed such a policy from the Town of Ipswich.  This policy would cover benches donated by the public and purchased 
by the Town to ensure the style, placement, and maintenance are suitable for the town. 
 
 Evaluate parcels with ranking matrix – This agenda item was held for the next meeting 
 
 Determine meeting schedule 2019 
The Committee reviewed a draft meeting schedule for 2019. 
 
 Approve minutes - November 20, 2018 
Vote: The Committee unanimously approved the meeting minutes of November 20, 2018. 
 
 
Adjournment – The Committee unanimously adjourned at 9:14 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
12.31.18 
 
 
 


